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i impossible to ignore the emergence of a new factor in recent opinion polls on the nuclear issue:
the women of Greenham Common.
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"The idea of the march was a little notice in
Peace News about a women-led march
from Copenhagen to Paris which I noticed
whilst on a leaflet writing party to per-
suade our Council to go nuclear-free (they
did). What a nice idea to have one here -
everyone agreed, but no one wanted to
"do" it because it would be too much
work. Nor did I, but the idea just refused
to go away so in the end I gave in to per-
sistent internal pestering and announced
that I would walk from somewhere in
Wales to somewhere, like Greenham
Common, in England with anyone else that
wanted to come.

About forty of us assembled in Cardiff on
August 26th, and the first thing that struck
us was our variety. The more we discovered
of ourselves the more impressed we became
— by the numbers of women, for instance,
for whom coming on the march had been
difficult, involving elaborate arrangements
over child-care or jobs, or giving up a
holiday. Simply to discover that this prim-
looking grandmother, this cheerful G.P.,
this nervous schoolgirl, this single-parent
mother of five, took the threat to our
future seriously enough to respond to a
call to action coming not from any known
organisation but from an unknown indivi-

dual living in an obscure rural corner of
these isles gave us courage. This faith is
important, for the potential of "the move-
ment" to rise to the rhetoric about The
Greatest Challenge in the History of Man-
kind is no more than the potential of these
miserable individuals, with dinner to cook
and too much to do already, and a deep-
seated lack of faith in themselves and
others. . .

By the second half of our long walk in the
heat wave, the atmosphere was like a kind
of force-field within which obstacles served
only to strengthen determination and

policemen relaxed, became human and
danced with us to the tune of "No More
Hiroshimas" . . . What I believe we ex-
perienced was something of that creative
spirit, that power of mimesis, evoked by
our distant ancestors when they drew
pictures to overcome their fear of the huge
powerful animals that surrounded and
threatened them — the woolly mammoth,
the sabre-toothed tiger. They drew it and
danced and in this way they came to
believe it could be done — these powerful
creatures could be killed.'

AnnPettitt
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'We aren't going away. We'll be there for as long as it takes.'

1981
August 28 - Sept 5 - 'Women for Life on

Earth' march from Cardiff to Greenham
Common, a distance of 110 miles.

Sept 5 - Four women chain themselves
to the fence at the main gate. They
demand a live televised debate on Cruise
between women on the march and a
Ministry of Defence (M.O.D.) represen-
tative. From this direct action, the
Women's Peace Camp is born.

Dec 12 - A march in the snow into New-
bury to join a torchlight procession of
Newbury people on the anniversary of
the NATO decision in 1979 to accept
US controlled Cruise missiles in Britain
(and other European countries).

Dec 21 - Women prevent work on sewers,
which are part of Cruise preparations,
by sitting in front of machinery.

1982
Jan 18 - 'Keening' outside House of

Commons on opening of Parliament to
warn politicians to rethink nuclear
policy.

Jan 20 - Newbury District Council gives
camp two weeks eviction notice.

Feb 1 - As part of eviction strategy,
women at the camp decide only women
will live there, and men are invited to
visit during the day.

March 21 - Celebration of Spring Equinox.
About 10,000 people go to base to pro-
test against Cruise missiles. 24-hour
blockade by 300 women. 34 arrests.

May - High Court eviction order. Women
block gate for two weeks until camp is
forcibly removed from council-controlled
common land. It takes 9 hours to des-
troy completely the camp which moves
to Ministry of Transport (M.O.T.) land
nearer to road. 5 arrests and 4 women
spend week in prison because they
refuse to keep the peace in the terms of
the court.

June 6 - Greenham women speak at CND
rally in Hyde Park.

June 7 - 80 women stage die-in outside
Stock Exchange. All roads to Stock
Exchange are blocked for 15 minutes
during rush hour.

June 8 - Women keen warning to MPs as

Reagan speaks at House of Commons.
August 6 - Hiroshima Day. 10,000 stones

are placed on Newbury War Memorial.
August 9 - Nagasaki Day. Women enter

base and give commander an origami
crane, symbol of hope for peace.

August 27 - M.O.T. eviction order ulti-
matum. Women occupy M.O.D. sentry
box and sing-song answer the phone
until 18 are arrested and charged with
'behaviour likely to cause a breach of
the peace'.

Sept 28 - Second eviction. M.O.T. dumps
thousands of rocks over camp to
prevent women from returning. Camp
begins again on original piece of council
land.

Oct 3 - Sewage pipe work stopped by
women who lie down in front of
machines and in ditches woven over
with webs until they are dragged away
and arrested.

Nov 15 - Sentry box trials. 23 women go
to prison for 14 days.

Nov 17 - Sewer pipe trials. More women
go to prison for 14 days for breach of
the peace.

Dec 12 - At least 30,000 women embrace
the 9 mile fence around the base and
shut it down. Fence is decorated with
symbols of life.

Dec 13 - Blockade of all gates. Some
women go into base and plant snow-
drops.

1983
Jan 1 - At daybreak women climb over

fence and dance on top of silos. 44 are
arrested.

Jan 17 - Women lobby MPs and sing in
House of Commons.

Jan 22 - 3 women arrested for putting up
tent at Blue Gate.

Jan 24 - 15 women arrested for blockading
Green Gate.

Feb 7 - Heseltine visits Newbury. Much
action.

Feb 15-16 - New Year's trials.
Feb 21 - Blue Gate tent trial.
Feb 28 - Green Gate blockade trial.
March 10 - High Court order for third

eviction. Women move camp again -
back to M.O.T. land - a distance of 50
yards.



from Jill Tweedie. Guardian 16.11.82.
'Men accuse women of being emotional
about the nuclear menace. I came here
because of the little girl who took nine
hours dying in her mother's arms after
Nagasaki, her skin hanging off, saying
"Mama, I'm cold". And because of the
napalmed girl running down the road in
Vietnam. I need no other reasons, and
those seem to me quite logical.'

A grandmother, Greenham Peace Camp

'I'm forty-four. I can't stand much more of
this.'

Arlene, Greenham Peace Camp

PROTOCOL 1, ADDITIONAL TO
GENEVA CONVENTION 77

Article 51
The civilian population as such as well as
individual civilians, shall not be the object
of attack. Acts or threats of violence the
primary purpose of which is to spread
terror among the civilian population are
prohibited.

A recent opinion poll showed that the
majority in Britain does not want Cruise
here. Democratic government is an ex-
pression of a civilized society. We want to
safeguard our civilization and halt the
erosion of its democracy.

'I have borne and nursed three children and
as a mother I will continue to insist on the
right to life of both my own and every
other child on this planet — including the
12 million who die every year of starvation
while we spend £11 million a minute on
arms. As a woman I will continue to defy
the British state's policy of pre-meditated
mass murder and as a historian I demand
the opportunity for history to continue.'

Susan, Rhondda Valley

'I'm not a feminist and I'm not radical. I'm
just a woman who's fighting for her life.
It's that simple for me. I have nothing to
lose and everything to gain.'

Simone, Greenham Peace Camp

'A woman in Russia is the same as myself,
the same emotions, leading the same sort
of life. In no way will I be part of anything
that will murder h e r . . . '

Sarah, Greenham Peace Camp

'They say better dead than Red, and I say
I don't want the world to end because they
would rather be dead.'

'Studying philosophy began to look like
some kind of luxury. We stopped at Moles-
worth and I knew then that someone had
to be living at these bases permanently. I
went away planning how to get back. It
was an odd feeling hearing about the
Greenham women and knowing people
were doing what was just a figment of our
imagination. We had planned to come at
Easter but when we heard the Greenham
women were digging in for the winter, it
seemed rather weak-kneed to wait. So we
arrived here on December 28th (1981).'

Jean, Molesworth Peace Camp

'I cannot teach Peace Studies as a subject
because they would be "political". War,
though, is on the school curriculum under
the subject of History.'

Inger, Greenham Peace Camp

'I am a pacifist and member of the Society
of Friends and it seemed to me that the
women of Greenham were doing something
for me, something I'd be doing myself if I
was younger. But I went down to the fence
and put my grandchildren's picture on it. It
seemed the only thing I could do.'

Connie, Newbury court, 15th Feb. 1983

'I remembered something someone had
told me about a community in Africa, how
it deals with one of its clan who has done
something antisocial, against the code of
the people. The person is surrounded by all
the other members of the community, and
surrounded by statements of support and
recognition. Each of the people remembers
good things about the person, things about
who they are and what they have done,
right back to their birth. This goes on until
the person in the centre gets enough
affirming and good feelings, until they
believe in themselves and in Life and no
longer need to do damage. Surrounding the
base with our calling and messages of love
for life reminds me of the community
surrounding the antisocial individual.'

Sarah, Greenham Peace Camp



'I stayed because there were so few at the
beginning. Then I started reading, I had
time there you see, and I realised what a
big thing we were up against and how
immoral and wasteful and upsetting the
whole thing was and that most people
didn't realise. I began to see that we're
getting less and less free. My father always
said it's a free country. Yet it's not.'

Effie, Greenhorn Peace Camp

Call themselves a peace demonstration, he
snarled, when they won't let men in? All
that twaddle about mankind being on the
brink, yet these females exclude us.
Pretending we'd cause violence, huh.
Personally, I'd shoot them all, bang bang
bang.

Jill Tweedie (Dear Martha)

4We fought World War I in Europe, we
fought World War II in Europe and if you
dummies will let us, we will fight World
War DI in Europe.' Admiral Gene Le Rocque,

former U.S. Strategic Planner.

'This is the only issue that matters. It does
not matter if your kids clean their teeth or
have good food or that you have a good
married relationship which is good for the
kids if we are not going to survive.'

Dr Helen Caldicott.

'I have never been able to accept the
reasons for the belief that any class of
nuclear weapons can be categorized in
terms of their tactical or strategic purposes.'

Earl Mountbatten

WHAT IS GREENHAM COMMON?

An airforce base was first sited at
Greenham Common during the Second
World War, an area of common land being
taken over by the Ministry of Defence.
Although the airfield fell into disuse for
some years after the war, the land was
never returned to the council, and in 1951
the land was purchased by the Ministry of
Defence against the wishes of the local
authorities. Some time later the base was
leased to the Americans and for a period it
was quite openly an American base called
USAF Greenham Common. All of the
personnel currently serving there are
American, but they are protected by the
British MOD police and the name RAF
Greenham Common is used again.

In December 1979, the British govern-
ment announced that 96 Cruise missiles
would be sited at Greenham Common in
December 1983. Another 20 are to be sited
at Molesworth in East Anglia in 1986, and
these missiles will be deployed around the
country in the event of a crisis.

'It is difficult for many women to learn
that they can change things on their own,
without men, and that is why they feel
helpless in the nuclear crisis. We have all
changed since we came here. We know we
can survive on our own, run our own camp,
and we know that we have the strength to
stand up for what we believe in. We know
that Cruise missiles won't arrive here,
because we can stop them.'

Sarah, Greenham Peace Camp

'When I was about twelve, I read The Diary
of Anne Frank, about a kid who was the
same age as I was. And I went to my
mother and said: "How could these things
have happened?" And she said "People
didn't know they were happening." And
I knew that was a lie.'

Arlene, Greenham Peace Camp

' You cannot be a conscientious objector in
the next war.'
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'Most of the women are wearing rough
trousers and coats and boots, muddied
from the road; one anomalous creature has
many petticoats, white and lacy, and as
they yank her out her skin is exposed.
Swept aside, she gets up as the others do
and runs to lie down again in front.

As you watch the women coming
forward to lie in their prostrate ranks
under the army cars, to be wrenched out,
returning inexorably around and forward,
lying down again and again — "Someone's
going to get hurt!" a male journalist cries
enthusiastically; the violence is only just
contained but still they come — gradually
you see them like the waves of the sea,
unstoppable as the tides.'

'Having been on a number of demos, I was
more impressed by this (the women
blockading the gates) than any number of
marches along Princes Street, Edinburgh.
The emphasis is on action and not on
orderly marching under police direction;
no one made speeches — there was no need
for that; the organisers weren't constantly
referred or deferred to, and the inhibitions
I've felt before along with the hopelessness
associated with many protest marches
was not there.

I was aware of an amazing lack of
pretension and strong all-embracing
feelings. The songs and music keep the
atmosphere of the action going; morale was
so high!'

I've been accused of being cruel and hard-
hearted for leaving my children behind, but
it's exactly for my children that I'm doing
this. In the past, men have left home to go
to war. Now women are leaving home for
peace.'

Sally, 15th Feb. 1983 Jane, NALGO rep, Newbury court Sarah, Greenham Peace Camp



December 13th

'On the night of the 12th, a beautiful silver
pyramid was erected right outside the main
gate, and after a very short and fitful
night's sleep inside it, I settled down in
front of the gate with about 15 other
women and the blockade was on. It was
about 5.30a.m., and we were all in a picnic
mood, much too hyped up to be sleepy.
The support we were given was endless:
plastic sheeting and sleeping bags to sit on,
blankets to put over our knees, and a
constant supply of hot drinks and food.

When the sun rose it became a beautiful
day: cold, but sunny and bright and cloud-
less. Inevitably, the press arrived: What
were we hoping to achieve? Would we
succeed? What about the Russians?

When I heard, later on in the morning, that
all the gates had been successfully block-
aded, I turned to the woman next to me
and we hugged and kissed triumphantly . . .

A mass of about 100 overcoated (to cover
up their ID numbers) police emerged from
one of the base buildings and walked
rapidly towards us. I was very afraid, and I
could feel the fear from the others. Deb
took my hand and we all spontaneously
sang 'You Can't Kill the Spirit'. The police
in front began to pick women up and drag
them roughly away. The gate opened
further, Deb's hand was torn from my
grasp, and I saw her being crushed between
the gate and the pavement. No woman
cried out, or attempted to fight, or abused
the police. Then came my turn. I went
limp as soon as I felt their hands on me.
They dropped me and I thought it was all
over, but suddenly I felt my thumb grasped
hard. I was dragged along by it and half
thrown, half dragged against the fence. All
around us women were crying with anger
and shock, or shouting out their fury.

Once all the vehicles had left the base, the
police disappeared. The remains of the
beautiful silver pyramid lay by the side of
the road, torn and spoiled. Women who
minutes before had been hauled around
and hurt, sang out their hope.'

'We're talking about life and death. We're
not talking about images. I mean it won't
matter when you're dead whether you
were a good conservative chap or a radical
feminist — you're just dead. And this is
life and death.'

Simone, Newbury court

'30,000 pairs of eyes looking through the
wire fence at a few huts, a man with a dog,
and a police car every now and again. Is
this our enemy? I hear a buzzing in my ears
as a helicopter flies overhead, they are
watching us, observing our reactions as we
cry because we have completed our chain,
or seeing us smile as we fall into the mud
or hug one of our sisters.'

Dorothy McDowell
unemployed feminist from Liverpool
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I thought it might have been something
which had nothing to do with the war,
the collapse of the earth, which it was
said would take place at the end of the
world and which I had read about as a
child.

Yoko Ota, Hiroshima

Toni

'If we don't use imagination nothing will
change. Without change we will destroy
the planet. It's as simple as that.'

Lesley, Greenhorn Peace Camp

'Many of our national leaders seem to live
in a schizoid world of, on the one hand,
planned death by massive genocide and,
on the other, a primitive fear of death
when they are personally faced with its
reality. This contradiction can be explained
by the powerful defense mechanism "death
denial": we all survive by pretending we
will never die. Males are particularly adept
at the denial of unpleasant emotions.
Perhaps it is this defense mechanism that
sublimates the urge to survive and allows
politicians to contemplate "first strike
capabilities" or limited nuclear war —'

Dr. Helen Caldicott/"Nuclear Madness'.

'It was the first day that I felt I had any
control over my life.'

(Woman speaking at Workshop in
Action Space, London)

In the same week that 30,000 women
encircled the base, the Russians announced
a policy of launch on warning and news
leaked that NATO's European military
command was moving from West Germany
to Britain.
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Dec. 12th: Message received — the base is surrounded.

The Second Eviction, 29/9/'82

'We had been daily expecting this eviction
for a month but when it happened, all our
dread left us.

Women having breakfast in the kitchen
caravan were informed first, at about
10 a.m. Cheerfully and calmly, these
women spread the word around the camp
to women in other caravans and tents.
Soon everyone was packing up tents and
bedding and hiding them, looking for
places to put the things we would need for
the next stage in the camp's life — the stage
where we could continue to maintain our
presence without shelter — the stage the
authorities thought would finally destroy
our determination to stay.

How wrong they have proved to be.

Saucepans, cutlery, cash and bedding were
packed into vehicles - we hid our stand-
pipe very carefully. Meanwhile it rained
solidly. More than thirty policemen stood
around as the bailiffs' cranes lifted our
seven caravans onto transporters and took
them away to a compound near Hungerford.

There were eleven of us there that day but
we did not feel outnumbered. Some of us
spoke to the press and took photographs -
we all linked arms and sang:

'You can't kill the spirit
She is like a mountain

Old and strong
She goes on and on . . .'

Greenhorn Common Newsletter

'That day of gentle peace was one 111 carry
to my grave. Greenham Common will never
be a "bleak" place again.'

Sheila, 1? Dec. 1982


